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ORDINARY LEVEL NATIONAL EXAMINATIONS, 2022-2023 

 

SUBJECT: GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENT I 

 

PAPER I: PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY  

 

DURATION: 3 HOURS 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

1) Write your names and index number on the answer booklet as they 

appear on your registration form, and DO NOT write your names and 

index number on additional answer sheets of paper if provided. 

2) Do not open this paper until you are told to do so. 

3) This paper consists of three sections A, B and C 

SECTION A: This section is compulsory.                (60 marks) 

SECTION B: Attempt any Two questions.               (30 marks) 

SECTION C: Attempt any one question.                 (10 marks) 

4) Use only a blue or black pen. 
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SECTION A: Attempt all questions from this section.             (55 marks) 

1) List any four effects of the earth’s rotation.                               (4 marks) 
  

2) a) Name two discontinuities available in the internal structure of the earth. 
                                                                                           (2 marks) 

b) Name any three main parts of the external structure of the earth. 
                                                                                           (3 marks) 

 

3) a) Give any two characteristics of igneous rocks.                       (2 marks) 
b) Explain how sedimentary rocks are formed.                           (2 marks) 

 
4) a) What is weather forecasting?                                                   (2 marks) 

b) Give any four elements of weather.                                        (4 marks) 
 

5) Give any three characteristics of mangrove vegetation.               (3 marks) 

 
6) Name any four outlet rivers in Africa.                                        (4 marks) 

 

7) Explain how the following agents cause soil erosion. 

 

a) Heavy rainfall                                                                        (2 marks) 

 
b) Steep slopes                                                                          (2 marks) 

 

c) Winds                                                                                    (2 marks) 

 

8) Explain any three factors that affect soil formation.                    (6 marks) 
 

9) Identify any four characteristics of birunga forests.                   (4 marks) 

 

10) a) What is a Stevenson screen?                                                  (2 marks) 

  

b) State any three qualities of a Stevenson screen?                      (3 marks) 

 

11) Distinguish between active and dormant volcanoes and give an example 
of each.                                                                                     (4 marks) 

 
12) Mention any five characteristics of equatorial climate.               (5 marks) 

 

13) Briefly evaluate the impact of pollution to human beings and their 

surroundings.                                                                           (4 marks) 
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SECTION B: Attempt only two questions                                 (30 marks) 
 

14) Discuss the measures that are put in place to conserve the environment. 
                                                                                         (15 marks) 

 
15) Propose the measures that should be taken to minimize the spread of 

aridity and desertification.                                                       (15 marks) 

 
16) a) i) What is meant by lava damming?                                        (2 marks) 

 

   ii) Name two lava dammed lakes in Rwanda.                           (2 marks) 

 
b) Why do most rivers of Rwanda flow Eastwards?                     (3 marks) 
 

c) Explain the effects of the river reversal in Rwanda.                  (4 marks) 
 
d) List any four African rift valley lakes.                                     (4 marks) 
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SECTION C: This question on map work is compulsory. (10 marks) 

 
17) Study the map of Rwankuba 1 : 25000 provided and answer the questions 

that follow: 
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a) Identify the drainage patters shown in the map.                  (2 marks) 
 

b) Show the highest and lowest altitude of the area covered by the map.                                              
                                                                                          (2 marks) 

c) Show three main activities that are shown in the map and justify each 
activity.                                                                                (6 marks) 

 

d) Explain four factors which have influenced the distribution of 
settlement in the area covered by the map.                            (4 marks) 

 

 
 

 

END 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


